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The states of Kathiavada and Kaccha, though not con-
tiguous to the British districts, were governed for a long
time by a brilliant race of Gujarat! administrators, of
which Sir Prabhashankar Pattani is the eminent represen-
tative to-day. It inherited old traditions of Indian statesman-
ship, combining power of organisation with an outlook
easily adjustible to modern exigencies. In spite of frequent
wrangles and perpetual mutual distrust, these adminis-
trators maintained a sense of unity among themselves, in-
troduced a progressive system of government, and built up
a great tradition which serves as the only constitutional
bulwark against the irresponsibility of rulers. They did
not allow the political dissection of Gujarata to interfere
with its cultural unity. Many princes, too, have co-operat-
ed in this noble work.
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In 1687 the East India Company transferred its seat from
Surat to Fort Bombay; and the shipping industry and the
trade for which Surat had been pre-eminent in the Maho
medan period, began to drift towards the new capital. To
Bombay, flocked adventurous spirits from all parts: ship-
pers, merchants, middlemen from Surat, Broach and
Cambay; bankers and commission agents from Ahmedabad;
enterprising traders from Kathiavada and Kaccha. The
opening of the Suez Canal and the discovery of engine-driven
shipping immensely enlarged the scope of their commercial
activities; and, in course of time, they built up the great-
ness of Bombay as an entrepot and the principal market of
the East. In the fifties, Premchand Roychand, originally
from Surat, figured as a Colossus in the important cotton
markets of the world; and his failure in 1863 had its reper-
cussions in more than one country. The diwans of Kathia-
vada and Kachha came there to settle their policy and to
deal with the Government of Bombay. Aspiring students
from all parts of the province came to study in its schools,
its colleges, its University. The lawyer, the doctor and the
5terary man found in it a land of promise. And the
nodernGujaratl culture.which they evolved spread through-
out the province, reshaping and unifying all aspects of life.

